THE BRITISH  OUDKH OF ATTACK
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showed the enemies to each other, the British fleet wan heading to the nortlivvardj and that of the allies to the southward; the latter being ten or twelve miles east of their opponents. In the far distance, Capo Trafalgar, from which the battle takes its name, was just visible against the eastern sky. At twenty minutes before seven Nelson made in quick succession tho signals, "To form the order of sailing," —which by his previous instructions was to he the order of battle,— and " To prepare for battle." Ten minutes later followed the command to u Hear up," the "Victory" setting the example by at onee altering her course for the enemy. (.Jollingwood did the same, and the ships of tins two divisions fell into the wake of their leaders as best they could, for the light wind afforded neither the means nor the time for refinements in nianu'uvring. Fourteen! ships followed the ** Royal Sovereign,n which bore Collingwood's Hag, while the remaining twelve gathered, in Nelson's division behind the i£ Victory/1 * The two columns steered east, about a mile apart, that of Nrlson being to tin* northward ; from which circumBtance, the wind ln»ing west-north weat, it has backu called commonly the weather line.
Thus, an Ivunhott, at the instant of encounter in th« lists, nit if tod IIIH lance from the Hhield to the casque of the Templar, Nelson, at the moment of engaging, changed the details of IUH plan, and. Hulwtituted an attack in two columns, simultaneously made, for the charge of CollingwoodVt division, in liun and tu superior numbttrH, upon tlu*. enemy's flank ; to be followed, incirii tit* lesn ([itinkly, according to indiraUoim, by Mich tiiov«u«eijf, of hi.s own division an might *Hee,m iidviHable. It will be obwrviui, however, that the or«ler of nailing rex the order of battle, — probably, although it, in not m> the H«i*t wim already tluw disposed when the signal wm made, niM*ding only ri'etific;ation alter the ciermtgiitiicintii ineident to d;irkne»HH, —• and further, that th« general dirmdion of attack i'lintiiiUi^l ilte «uiii% (?«»lliitgw<mfl guiding hi*t eoluntu upon thc$ ttiujniy'H Houthitrti fl.uik, while Hekon p-oint*»d a few nhipn
1 *lne »iixty»fmtr, tti« ** Afrirji," htut »«|mrnfwl to \\w nc»rthwiuti liutitig thw tti^lity Will j<iiIHfit ill til*1 i»«ltiw |»y jiw»ilig tttotin ttlo»n th«* ••ni'tnvN liu««, much of tin* iiitii* tunl««r fm». Hhe Iwlutigwl, thi<r^fort«t to Hi*!i«*iteH ctttumn, arnl r*i.iij«»ri4t«l with it titiHng HIM tiny.